11818& Dorothy St., 
L.A. Calif, , 90049 

Kay 21, 1968 

Mr. Arnold Leri no 
725 E. Kennedy Bird, 

Tampa , Florida 33602 



Dear Mr . 



-Inc 



0 



There have been several new develpeents concerning that 
letter on Garrison's letterhead requesting the alteration of 
a cropped -and -rev orsed picture of Kerry Thornley. 

1) On Sunday, May 12., I received a telephone call from 
Stephen Jaffe. Jaffe is a student at UCLA who is one of 
Garrison's investigators Jaffe told me that Newcomb 
(the photographer involved) had told him of his plight. 

Jaffe, in. turn, notified Garrison s office. 

(I believe I told you of this development last week, when I called 
and you told me you had not received the letter). 

2) On Friday, Kay l ! j, I called Stephen Jaffe, and told him 
that Newcomb had not kept his promise, as the letter and 
pictures bad not been received by you in Tampa, I told hi" that 
since the letter had not been received, that as far as I was 
concerned, all deals were off, I told hire that I vrasyoing to 
write a news story, ha the whole natter, and that the., news, story 
would now end on a most unpleasant raid s us pi cows note. ' ,/ 
Specifically, it would look as if Newcomb had something to hide, 

as he had not sent the letter; in addition, it would look as though 
Garrison's office had somehow intervened, as Newcomb had promised 
on Saturday (May l; r ) to send the letter, on receipt from you 

of a letter of request, and that the letter hod not been sent, 

qf ter he had informed J/affe, a representative of Garrison's office, 
of his plight. W ‘ : 

To nolle it clear to Jaffe that I could go through with - ' 

this threat, I read him the Weisberg letter very rapidly on the 

phone. I think he was rather suprised that I possessed such a 
good copy, albeit handwritten. 



it clear 
j/ Alcock 5 ; 



3) within half an hour, I roc lived a. telephone call from 
the DA's office in New Orleans. (Jaffe had apparently panicked and 
called then). The phoner was Ton Bethel, who mad; 
that he was speaking at Assistant District Attorns 
request. He wanted to make "a deal”. The deal was that they would 
call Fred Newcomb and .tell him to immediately send the letter and 
a copy of the pictures he worked on to you, if I would not go ahead 
and write such a story. I said OX. (In no way did I bind you to 
any agreement whatsoever. ) Since they could not reach Fred Newcomb 
that afternoon.' (Friday Kay 17 ) they said they would call him 
on Monday, and then call me to tell me what had happened. 



l [, ) V ' r\ 

DA® s office 
then to pXo 
and call ba 



orday*. 'Monday, May 20, I had two phone culls with the 
The first was fron ue to them* in which I reminded 
so call Fred Newcomb, as per their promise Friday, 
k and inform mo of the results. 




Tos Bethel then called eg back and told no ho had just contacted 
Fred hewdosb. He had told Kewconb to please mall you a copy of the 
letter and the pictures on which Newcomb had worked. Newcomb 
said he would mail the material “tomorrow” (Tuesday, Hay 21). 



In addition, Newcomb told Bethel that he 
your letter of request with a letter that he 
written to you. In this letter, they request 
contact C-arrison, -s office and ask for psrmiss 
send youjfche material . 



had answered 
or his lawyer had 
that you please 
ion for Newcomb to 



Bethel told me that he then told .Newcomb that the phone 
conversation they were having right then was such authorization 
and that it cane from Asst.NA Alcock, and that he should" 
please nail you the material. It was then, apparently', that 
K cue o:*:b Cciid he* v, ou Id sa.il tshs sat'ci'Icil ** 'conzo vt ovj 13 (May 2.1 ) Q 



The purpose of 
events. If you res-:, 
his attorney request 
realize that such le 
telephoned Newcomb y 
go ahead and sail th 
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this letter to you is to recapitulate these 
;ve, therefore, a letter from Fred Newcomb or 
ing tn.it you contacc Garrison^s office, please 
i/i.er was written b ef or e Garrison S s office 
esterday, (Monday Nay 20), belli fir him to 
e material to you. 



Vnerefore, I want to point out that in ropier, if vou thin 1 - 
one is necessary under the circumstances, you have to go no ' 
he ? thp.n to state that Nr. Lifton has informed you 'that the 
D.A s oifice cal red him cn Monday afternoon. May 20, to tell him 
that, they had just been on the phone with Fred Nswcoisb, had 
-given Newcomb the "permission" he apparently desired, and. had 
asked Newcomb to please mail the requested material to vou, .end 



and that you were simply awaiting 
che procedures that Newcomb apparently 



hr, 



that he had promised to do so, 
its arrival. In other words, 
requests in his letter replying 

DA c s office phone call to him of Monday afternoon, Mav 20, 
as confirmed to me in a phone call immediately following the one 
they placed to him. 



roars have been obviated by the 



I think and hope 
Newcomb, and a copy of 



thatyou will now reefcive the 
the picture he worked cn. 



letter from 



Eespec tf ully yours , 



David S. Lifton 




